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TONBRIDGE AND MALLING BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

CABINET 
 

MINUTES 
 

Thursday, 4th August, 2022 
 

Present: Cllr M D Boughton (Chair), Cllr V M C Branson, Cllr M A Coffin, 
Cllr D A S Davis, Cllr D Keers and Cllr P J Montague 
 

 Councillors D Harman, W Palmer, M Rhodes, H Rogers, R Roud and 
J Sergison participated via MS Teams and joined the discussion 
when invited to do so by the Chair in accordance with Access to 
Information Rule No 23. 
 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R P Betts and 
K B Tanner 
 
PART 1 - PUBLIC 
 

CB 22/76    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest made in accordance with the 
Code of Conduct. 
 
EXECUTIVE NON-KEY DECISIONS 
 

CB 22/77    HOUSEHOLD SUPPORT FUND  
 
Decision Notice D220067CAB 
 
The report of the Director of Finance and Transformation sought 
approval of the Council’s approach in the use of the current grant of 
Household Support Fund (HSF) for the Borough.  Cabinet was reminded 
that the Fund was initially established as part of the covid recovery 
financial package and now formed part of the national cost of living 
support package to those in most need across England with the cost of 
food, energy, water bills and other essentials.  The report advised that, 
in Kent, the Fund was allocated to the County Council which had 
decided to distribute a proportion of the fund to district councils to target 
support in their areas on conditional agreement of the direction of spend 
meeting national and local criteria.  The grant was to be used in the 
period 1 April 2022 to 30 September 2022 and, in Tonbridge and 
Malling, amounted to a total of £326,896.00 in the form of two 
allocations: 
 
Allocation A – to support pensioners with energy bills (£262,710.00) 
Allocation B – to support vulnerable households in line with wider 
Government guidance (£64,186.00) 
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The report proposed that, in respect of Allocation A, direct 
awards/payments of £100 be made to all pensioner households in 
receipt of local council tax reduction during the grant period 
(approximately 2,500 households) with the residual balance being used 
to assist individual pensioner households in hardship through rising 
energy costs on referral from Council services or supporting agencies.  
With regard to Allocation B the report proposed that this be distributed 
on negotiation to the network of foodbanks across the Borough, having 
regard to those areas with highest demand.  
 
After careful consideration of the legal and resource implications, 
financial and value for money considerations and the risk and equality 
impact assessments, the Cabinet  
 
RESOLVED:  That 
 
(1) the Household Support Fund Policy, as set out at Annex 1 to the 

report, be approved; and 
 
(2) delegated authority be granted to the Director of Finance and 

Transformation to establish an effective operational scheme to 
disburse funds in accordance with the detail in that Policy. 

 
CB 22/78    EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  

 
There were no items considered in private. 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 7.44 pm 
 
 


